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nature a selfish being. He "seeks first of all Ms own
interests. As an individual, or as a member of
society, he may covet the goods of other individuals or
of other societies. This may be the occasion of war.
Hence arises the necessity of guardians, that is, a
military class, or soldiers. Husbandmen may plough
the fields and find sustenance for themselves and their
families. Artificers may earn by their craft the
means of existence. But this necessity for a military
class is a heavy tax on the resources of the common-
wealth. It was for them alone that special social
arrangements were to be made. They required food,
clothes, lodging. All these they were to have in
common. Being provided with these, there was no
need that they should have individual property. But
the community being divided into three classes, this
third included women as well as men. It would be
easy to provide for men only; but the number of
women that come into the world is equal to that of
men. This fact in nature has always perplexed the
politician and the moralist wherever the necessity has
existed for a standing army. Plato proposed that the
women should be trained to warfare as well as th&
men; that the military class should have their wives
in common; that healthy children should be brought
up as the children of the State, but those that
;not likely to be physically strong were to "be <
stroyed. There were two difficulties to be
necessity of a military class, and what ta
their children. Plato meets them as
]beea met by Cain, or by the people
Cain built.